
Interesting Ghat and Information for the Playgoer
So It Is True
That All the
World's a Stage

They Conte From Far and
Near When Mr. Golden
Calls for Amateur Actors

Mis» Helen Jenkins ought really to
understudy Miss Helen Menken, Bot
only because of the similarity In the
names, but because 'she is so much
like her. And surely it isn't safo to
K_ a single performance without an

understudy for Miss Menken, for at
every performance of "The Seventh
Heaven" there is not a soul in the the¬
ater who is not entirely convinced that
in one second Diane, is going to hurl
herself from the attic window to fol¬
low Chi-ro to war under the tricolor.
Some night she will do so, and then
an understudy will be necessaiy.
When we explained this to Madge

Kennedy she replied: "But I want her
to understudy mo in 'Spite Corner.' Ï
had her all picked out."
"No," wc insisted, "she must under¬

study Miss Menken, and you may hare
her friend, Frances Judson." So Miss
Kennedy agreed, and it w*6uld all have
been settled then and there if it hadn't
been for John Golden. It was his
party, although he admitted that he
had expected about twenty, and when
we left the theater at 3 o'clock there
were five hundred and more coming
.»cross the horizon. So many people
vant to change what they are doing
and become actors or actressesl And
'Vir. Golden should have realized this
when he let it be known that he ivas

zhe friend of the inexperienced and
would supply his companies with
understudies from the ranks of the
amateurs. All you had to do was give
a trial reading, be assigrsed to a com¬

pany, take the script, learn your part
and become a full-fledged understudy.
But Mr. Golden had not.realized that
such new8 spreads as fast as though
it were sent in a chain letter until two
or four hundred people hurled them¬
selves at him Thursday afternoon at 1
o'clock on the stage of the Little
Theater with tho eager question, "Mr.«
Golden, do you think I have.a chance?"
The two misses whom we mentioned

in the first part of the story were the
prettiest girls there. They.took our

eye immediately, and when Miss Ken¬
nedy spoke to them she was so im¬
pressed that she immediately arranged
to hear them herself. Both girls havo
beauty, beautifully modulated voices
und such experience as they gained in
being connected with "Zero."

"Aren't they sweet "and pretty and
young?" said Miss Kennedy, tenderly,
at she gazed over the hundreds of
assembled women, ranging all the way
from flappers to the "dangerous
age." "I'm bound that every one

here shall have a chance, if it is only
to say 'Tea is served,' or, 'Milord, the
carriage awaits.' "

There were not nearly so many men
;ts girls, though there were plenty of
thc3n to make the scene interesting.
it had been Mr. Golden's idea -that
he and Miss Kennedy and a few other
hand-picked judges should hear the
a-jtttestantt* read something from
Shakespeare, or Frank Craven, or

Ano-tin Strong, and that the most
likely of these should bo chosen for
'he part:-, but when half a thousand
people knocked at his «taire door there
was nothing to do but ask them to
¦.tand in Una and deliver their names
and adort'i-ses. It was our idea that
nil the girls with large ankles and
nil lite men with marcel waves be
eliminated, and that would greatly
bave amplified matters; but no ono
¦!.. could see it 'that way. Miss
Kennedy insisted right up to the hour
of oui* departure that each and every
one should have his êr her chance,
though that will take at least a week
of eight-hour days.

Austin Strong, who wrote "The Sev¬
enth Heaven," was on hand, but he
wasn't of any use to any one, because
all he could do was to pace up an.-i
down the stage with a "part" in his
hand. Ho said he was frightened to
death, and he looked it.
"Are you one of the contestants'/"

we asked with what we intended to
1*« biting sarcasm. But he replied, "In
a way, yes. The old cabman fell ill
in 'The Seventh Heaven' and I have to
take his place. I haven't seen these
linos since I wrote them and I shajl
probably be hissed off the stage to¬
night," which only goes to prove that
Mr. Golden has indeed a crying need
of understudies. H. U.

The Playbill
(Continnoii from pa_» «an«)

"Lies," and "The End of the Book,"
by HENRY MYERS, will be on the
same program. . . .

"Thin Ice," the Percival Knight
comedy, in which Mr. Knight plays the
leading part, will move from the Com¬
edy to the Belmont Theater to-morrow
night.
"Molly Darling" goes from the Lib¬

erty Theater to the Globe Theater to¬
morrow night. "The Bunch and Judy"
trill come up from the Garrick The¬
ater, Philadelphia, to the Glob* on

Monday night, November 20. "Molly
Darling" will start its 3*oad tour on

.the same night at the Gairrick, in Phil¬
adelphia.
An «entertainment committee, com¬

posed of M*rs. Douglas Monroe Robin¬
son. Mary Hoyt Wiborg, Mrs. J. B.
Thomas, Mrs. J. Gilmore Drayton and
Josephine Sehairt, will present a series
of concerts at the Neighborhood Play¬
house os« Grand Street beginning next
Friday night. *

Gloria Foy9 Broadway's New Star,
Appears Fittingly in 6Vp She Goes'

She Gives Short Answer* to Long Question»
What follows Is the best account of

Gloria Foy that could be obtained in
.her dressing roo333 the night she made
Broadway aware of her as an imminent
musical comedy star.
The account is necessarily sketchy,

because Miss Foy was, though serenely
cool, in no mood to bo interviewed; be¬
cause her room off the stage at the
Playhouse was uproarious most of the
time w\th ecstatic actors, managers and
friends, and, particularly, bepuiga of
the 12:24 train for Douglas-ton, L/I.
One was able to learn, for lnstanco,

in the intervals when no excited ad¬
mirers were present that Miss Foy wns
born in West Eighty-sixth Street, Man¬
hattan, but not when; that her father
and mother were the vaudeville team of
Foy and Clark before she went on the
stage four years or so ago, but not
whether she passed her childhood trav¬
eling with them; that she prefers golf
to other games, but not what Bhe likes
to read; that a personable young man
addressed as "Bus" had sent her the
rope of pearls sho was wearing, but not
whether that signified a romance thai
might soon deprive Broadway of her.
She had just come Monday nighther cheeks showing their own warn

flush under the make-up, from th<j stage where Producer William A
Brady had been giving resonant prais<
to the members of the "Up Sho Goes'
co3.npany for the opening night succesi
of the Frank Craven-Harry TierneyJoseph McCarthy musical play. Hi
had grown lyrical over her youth ant
charm and, frankly acknowledging hi
indebtedness to Mr. Belasco for tb
phrase, had referred to her as "m;
little girl." The audience had beei
immensely iWipress^d with her ingonu
ous v/insomeness through the evenin
and had voted her their principal favoi
She was unknown to them, hardly an;
save her friends having even heard he
name before. One of the best informe
critics wrote of her the next mornin
as being new to Broadway. It ha
been a personal triumph of some pre
portions.
She reached her dressing room i

11:19. It wafe alittej with symbols c
her new station, apparently dozens c
telegrams in a wire arrangement o
one small wall signed "Jim," "William
"Mary" and by other Christian name
The second chair was filled with boi
quets. Sho sat back before her dresi
ing table, relaxed, tired, her Hj
spread in a wide, happy smile. J
11:21 the interview began. She wí
born in West Eighty-sixth Street, si
went tó school in the Holy Ange
Convent in Red Bank, N. J., where Mil
Alice Brady also had been a pupil. J
¡11:23 the room was filled with a men
group of friends led by Mrs, Willia
Collier and "Bus." Miss Foy is
protege of the Colliers and lives wi1
them at Douglaston. Arrangemen
were made for taking the 12:24 trai
A» "Bus," who was a handsome youi
man, with black hsir and sumptuous
dressed, was departing she thank«
...¦ft» for the pearls. "They're straigi
from Paris," he assured her, a b
pridefaîly. Her own hair is aureat
varying according to the light from
golden glow to tawny.
The interview pr-oceeded: Her car

dancing under the tutelage of her
mother, th«s Clark of the Foy and Clark
"earn, and her début at the Palais Royal
four years ago as a dancer,

"I have never been in the chorus,"
she said amiably at 11:32, when more
friends arrived. Their stay was brief.
She had, it appsared, gone from the
Palais Royal to the musical comedy
"What's in a Nameî'* where she also
danced. Then Mr. Ziegfeld had given
her a place in the "Midnight Frolic" of
last Reason, wjjçro she did a dance njjm-
ber with Leon Errol and an imitation
of Marilynn Miller. In March, when
Miss Miller was ill for three days, ehe
played Sally. All this while members
of the company and their wives and
others were stopping by for a word ei
appreciation. Frederick Graham, whe
played the elderly but skittish uncle ii:
the piece, said: "You were wonderful
my dear," an he gallantly kissed hcj
hand.

It was while Bhe wan on thé Ziegfelc
Roof that Mr. Brady casne to know 0:
her and shaped his plana to give her a*

opportunity this season.
"I wish you would say for me," sh«

requested, "that I owe everything ti
Mr. Brady and Mr. Tierney and Ml
McCarthy. They had confidence in m
when othor managers wouldn't give m
a part, and they have been very patien
and kind." This was at 11:39, and Mi
Brady himself entered, in a glow ove
the success of his production, a shape
less cigar in one hand.
"You're the real thing!" he an

nounced with emphasis and v^ithou
prelude. "Youth.youth conquers th
world. We can't find them like you,
His enthusiasm was galvanic. She ha
been tired, her wide blue eyes had bee
a bit smoky with the fatigue of it al
but they came to life and coruscate
She gava a gleeful little laugh an
thanked him. Ho would hear none t
her' thanks. "You're the real thing
ho repeated, and then he, too, kiss«
her hand and departed.

It was two years ago that she start«
to take ballet lessons. She continu«
them daily. She began singing lcssoi
one year ago and is at them regularl
She works hard. She thinks she wqu
enjoy playing winsome ingenue par
continually. She is not related to tl
Eddie Foys. She is of Irish and Scot«
descent and thinks it an odd mixture.
The*« things she told before 11H

erasing the make-up as sha tal ko
Then as the time for the IS:24 grt
steadily nearer Miss Foy walked o
of the interview into a taxicab.

At the Columbia
The Maids of America company w

present "Varieties a la Mode," wtftt«
and staged by William K. Wei
Among those in the cast are Ja
Shutta, Alfaretta Symonde, Floren
De Veré, Mildrad Franklin, Fred Ree
Georg© Leon, Don Trent, SidneyPaga and Gna Lagert.

11 " " ' ¦ " II» "Il «i ni

"The Daofce of Ufe" Screen«
The two Schildkrauts, Joseph a

Rudolph, father and son, are to s
pear in a motion picture called "TDance of Life," which Eve Unsell hwritten.

Hal Skelley Prescribes Work in
Stock for Aspiring Comedians

"Comedians are made to order, not
bom," says Hal Skelley, principal
comedian of "Orange Blossoms."
"There's many a man and woman, too,
who has no snore sense of humor than
a sober-faced donkey, who has been
forced to be a comedian because there
was no one else to play some part that
was supposed to be a comedy one.

"In the brief rehearsals they would
be ordered to overdo their few simple
actions; their very grotesqueness
brought laughs, and often the player
would be smart enough to seo possi¬bilities and developed himself into a
.recognized comedian of a certain type.How many comedians prove successful
if givon a part to create that does not
allow for the little mannerisms of
speech and movement they have alwaysdepended on for laughter?

"If I am ever chosen to the facultyof a school for comedians I shall in¬
sist that the students become mejnbers
of some struggling but happy little
stock company out in the wilds. If it
is so much out of the way that news
of it never percolates even to the Bill¬
board so much the better, and if ir
addition to playing six different olt
timers each week the beginner has tc
peddlo out cough or rheumatism curi¬
as a member of an old-time modicini
show it will be belt for him.
"Without mentioning any names o:

the comedians, not many milei
from Broadway at this speaking wh<
have done that very thing, let me re
call that one who is now in the 'OrangBlossoms' company and bears my name
once performed for a glad season witi
Dr. Rucker's Famous All-Star Come
dians all over the State of Oklahom
and suburbs. We played one nighonly in some places and as much a
three months in some other towns n

larger. We played anything wo could
buy or borrow the etory of, and some¬
times wo played a piece built up en¬
tirely from the memory of somo onein the cast who had seen a play he
liked. If there was not enough of
it wc added dances and songs. We
played 'Erminino' with fourteen peopleand as tho larger thief of the playI wore the costume 'Hamlet, Prince ofDenmark,' had worn tho night before.
Who couldn't learn to bo comic, and
incidentally, why is not sueh an ex¬
perience a very good one for a bud-
dii3g playwright? I have 'improved on1
Shakespeare many a time because oi
my bad memory and struggled on while
the othor players stood in the wingiand laughed at my fix on the stagealone. Many a tisne have I in tho char
acter of, let us say Marks in 'Uncli
Tom's Cabin,' started off a speech t<
the blackened Uncle Tom with 'By al
tho gods, Othello.'
"All thi3 by the way of proving tha

a co3nedian can be such by artful ex
nggeration. To be sure, as ho approaches the spot where the greawhite light of Broadway beats on hin*
tho coming comedian will be expecteto add to his curriculum the arts o
exaggerating a common dance step t
one intricate and comic, ,of 'placinithe comedy in a tone as surely as th
prima donna does her treasured higC, and outdoing the Sunday cartoor
in the expressiveness of his face. B<
yond al! that, all he realli» needs is i
develop what sense of humor he mi
have until he knows what is funr
among the ideas that may come
him in the dark and lonesome night."But first a prospective comedit
should go out into the great wit
reaches where the world is sober ai
serious and a little laugh goes a gre
way."

Another New Playwright Makes His
Bow to Broadway in "Hospitality"
He is Leon Cunningham, of Saginaw. Mich.

Some would have It that playwrights
are born, not made. And thoy might
put forward Leon Cunningham, author
of "Hospitality," which has its pre¬
miere at the Equity Forty-eighth
Street Theater to-morrow evening, is
a living proof of the theory. If ho was
not born a playwright, he at least be¬
came one at a tender age, and when he
had reached the mature age of twelve
was already producing plays which
were sagely reviewed by the dramutlc
critics of Saginaw, Mich. These mas-
terpieces wero produced by tho Ma-
jestic Stock Company, which boasted

j of a stage with real footlights, in the
upper story of a garage owned by one

I of the author's friends.
Most of Mr. Cunningham's earliest

efforts were melodramas, to be sure,
Ut most carefully produced as far as
renery, costumes and lighting were

.oncerned; tho villains always wore
mustacheo of the deeper-st dye and the
heroines were always dreadfully
wronged.
' One of those plays was entitled "The
Broker's Cousin," and the fact that
the budding playwright had a wholo-
som» respect and admiration for the
successful man of nffaira is eviaeneed
by the fact that the final line of the
play, to show to what depths the vil¬
lain had fallen, was "and to think that
you were once a broker's cousin!"
Curtain.
However, Cunningham left the field

[of melodrama in a few years. When
he was graduated from liierh school his

class presented a three-act fares en¬
titled "A Count of No Account."
At tho University of Michigan two

of. his plays were presented by the
Comedy Club. By way of coincidence,
Phylis Povah, who is in the cast of
"Hospitality" and who is rememberad
in New York for her performance* In
"Mi*. Pim Passes By," appeared with
Cunningham in severnl of the plays he
wrote for the Comedy Club.
While playwrighting has always been

his favorite occupation Mr. Cunning¬
ham was for a time a reporter on "The
Detroit News," and for a briefer pe¬
riod a bond ¡salesman. After leaving
college, however, he decided that while
he wanted to write plays he had to
make a living in the mean time, and he
felt that he was best fitted to do that
by acting.
Ho ha3 appeared with Sothern and

Marlowe, Stuart Walker and for vari¬
ous other producers in the last six
5*ears. His most recent engagement
was with "Only Thirty-eight," when
he played the rôle of a bashful col¬
lege freshman. Incidentally, Mr. Cun¬
ningham is only twenty-eight himself
and he looks several years younger.

Before the executive board of Equity
Players decided on "Hospitality" som«
400 plays had been carefully read,
Some were by author« of interna¬
tional reputation.

"Hospitality" was written for Louis«
Closser Hale when Mrs. Hale was play,ing in "MÍ8S Lulu Bett," but at thai
time Equity Players had not beer
formed.

The Older the ComedyThe Fresher the Laugh, Is
Maurice Swartz's Theory
Maurice Swartz, whose eighty-oddcharacterizations in five years at tho

Jewish Art Theater entitle him to speak"..from the fullness of knowledge of manykinds of plays, finds it hard to beat
the classics for real laugh-getters in
the theater.
He was caught between scenes of

"The Revizor" ("The Inspector Gen¬
eral"), in which he plays Kalestakov,th'3 genial, philandering youth out on
a spree from St. Petersburg. "I hav-3
learned," said Mr. Swart», "that for
profoundly moving stories of life the
contemporary dramatists have a wide
range of suitable materia! to offer an
art theater. But for simon-pure mer¬
riment the safest chance a theater di¬
rector can take is the production of c
classic comedy.
"Take 'The Revizor,' by Gogol, foi

instance. Here is a comedy that i¡
eighty years old, and set in a foreigi
environment. Yet the laughs are th<
heartiest I have hoard in a theater dur
'.ng these last five years.
"Underneath the foreign and the old

fashioned in place and atmosphere ii
this play is an idea moro modern thai
the bedroom farce. The biusterin
bully, the high officials cringing be
fore supposed greatness, the coquette
set for conquest, are as funny and a
truly human to-day as in Gogol's tim*
That is why people laugh at this ol
classic while a modern prohibitio
wheozc gets no response.
"And th« technique of thii play i

remarkably modern, too. Gogol seemed
to have anticipated the motion pictures
by threescore years. The end of hisfirst act and the beginning of the third
are really continuous; the second act
is the movie's pet invention, a 'flash¬
back' to another bit of action going on
fimultaneously with the other scenes.
And the popular Weber and Fields or
Gallagher and Shean act was long agoanticipated in 'The Inspector General*
by that immortal duo of Bobchinskyand Dobchinsky.
"Altogether it would appear the older

the comedy.if it be a good comedy.«he fresher the laujch in this blasé age
if farce and comedy."
"The Bright Shawl" Announced
John S. Robertson, who recently

signed a contract with Inspiration
Pictures, will make for his first pro¬
duction for that company a picturiza-
tion of Joseph Hergesheimer'a latest
novel, "The Bright Shawl." Directoi
Robertson, whose most recent produc¬
tion, Mary Pickford in "Tesa oí th«
Storm Country," is being shown a1
the New York Strand Theater, leavei
for Cuba in a few days with Did
Barthelmess and a company to maki
exfßriors for "The Bjright Shawl."

.»..-."¦"'

At t|ie Hippodrome
Two new scenes. Introducing th

Hippodrome ballet of pogo stick girl
and the ballet of rope skipping girliwith the Misses Ruth Russell Matloc
and Serita Lorraine as the toe-skip
ping soloists, are announced for th
eleventh week of "Better Times«which beginn to-nforsrow»

Equity Ball ,

Town Talfe
Reported Thai Party mSaturday Wiîî Be 4i^and Better" Than E^
The most interesting topic of cm»,sation in Broadway theatric»] cir/right cow is the forthcoming fc^annual ball, which will be held J¿Hotel Astor on Saturday eveniBJti ^vember IS.and until «arly the'smmorning. Indications are. accordj Hassard Short on the e?a oí ¡^ .

parture for Chicago lait TflWi4|yput on the mid-Western edition e/^
new "Music Box Revue,** g^^
come to be considered y¡» pt r*
soeial event of the theatriiU Juwill be "bigger and betted *£"*this year. *"*

Mr. Short« will return toj^v^.this week to stage "The MlértifU j^.lies," including the now tunem j,Jant "The Women of Eçait**." ]&j Short also announced that Jotepg He-bert will write the lyrics and g^J |Hadley not only will compose tse rca-
*

sic for the march, bot will ¿jfse*. &Frank Tours and Paul Waiteman «qconduct the music and Victor Bat».valle is coming from Philadelphia«,conduct one of the orchestra».
An has been the custom sice« *£*inauguration of the Equity ballt Us

years ago, no information is (ton set Í
as to the details of the pageant, »afci
is the epectacalar finale of the estr**

j tainment b7 the leading members, on
and women, of Equity.

Mr. Short said merely thti it *4tdl
be "a brand new pageant," in «D¿
the women of Equity will be led tjEthel Barrymore as "The Spirit i
Equity," and in which the march wnH
be sang by the leading mea oí Eati**,

It is expected that Irene Cratf*-,».;
sisted by William Reardon, will ¡*jable to make a flying trip from Pük- I
delphia, where she is now «Ppearis&Ë
in order to do a special daaee at tttT
aîTair. Rudolph Valentino and Wl
fred Hudnut Valentino will do a ***j
cial "Four Horsemen" tango.
The ballroom rill be cetont*! it I

the Equity colors of silver and Fresa Jblue. The bell is scheduled U atfitjat 11 p. m. and to last until i f- a
"The Midnight Jollies," incloáir« Ü» \
pageant, will be from 12;88 tí Ufd;
eupper will be served c«_*w.'j"
from 1 to 4 a. m.

Reports from Equity marten w
that more tickets and boxe*.)»««»
sold in advance this year tàan ». «S
time in the history of the orgsv»¡
tion. Those who already hold bet
atei
Began Hughstoa, the Lataha Cls

Peggy Boland, Lauretta Taylor, A.
"

Woods, Charles Dillinghain, F.ereKiJ
Reed, Grace La Kue, Jack Hender
Hassard Short, the Players9 CtaM
Barrymore, Vivienne Segal, Wild» 3»J
nett, Barney Bernard, Jame> Ki*j
wood, Harry Allen, Otto Krajer,
Emerson, Alexander P. Moore, tffW
Fox, the Green Room Club, A!ftw
Selisberg, Georgs Edwin Joseph, Prd
M. Hersog, Reginald *>Tard, HarryCc*
tent, John Willard, Ruth Shepl«y.Ef>
bert Brennon, lire. George Foss, fif¬
ing Berlin, Mrs. Sam Hani?, Cbarl*''
Greenwood, Francis Caaeron, ïh.t*
Meighan, Mrs. Robert Hillisrd. j
Vera Bloom, Jay Witntark» EJftjDowling and Louise Brown, Asa H** I

son, Otto Wagner, the Theater Gr&f
Edmund Bresse, Mary Pfeíílipa asi ¿jB. Miller. U
Harry Beresford, Violet He_jMavie Brjrar, James Spottswood, Mr*l

Shelley Hull, Prelincourt M. _*
and Harold Gould, Frits ' Wü&f»,
Francis Byrne, Percy Has*«/? W*
Horn Forepaugh, Frank GU!m«%Mk°
garet Wycherly, Mrs. Fe.'ix »writ»!
May Naudain, Joseph Vandenbars »«áj
Robert McKay.

s *¦

Livingston Platt Evoke«
Spain for Miss Nance
O'Neill and BeaavenÈS
_

Some one has said of modern pïff
Wrights in general, and George Ben»»
Shaw in particular, thst they dew*
more manuscript space te éeacriptiew
of the aets and the charscters then tW
do to the play itself. Certain? «.

charge cannot be applied to J*****
Benavente,vthe Spanish playmalwn *
deed, Nance OTCeil, Benannte'» Air**'
ican sponsor, wi3h.es it ceald.

Miss O'Neil first encountered W
vento'a laconicism in "The rWj
Flower," in which she has been siging for two seasons. Her latest «rf
«neo with it has been in "t^f**
mine," which she has just **UB^*tour preparatory to a New Yori: .***
When Miss O'Neil and her *»¦¦/

Alfred Hickman, set to work onJlatter play they found the ^.*£jaced by just two words, "^ jL,boudoir," the second act by wj"Drawing room in Irene's ho«* Xe
the third described tersely »

same;" Nine words in all and «*»* '

of light in any of them. ^Th« play introduces twenty Fjgnot one of whom was dweitbea*
actertaed. <«»***>Fortunately, there .*»* **¡^,\Platt. Mr. Platt knew Spain. »«.
the sort of an apartment #..*.**-.*
have, with its counterfeit.»^,
painted on tho walls and its f*^,.
convincing imiution of Freoch *PJ^
inga. He kn«sw, too, that ^n^t0marchioness, and that m«*»* ^¡¡¡¡L-tßand dignity and priceless oííJJÜJLsj;1
"Field o: Emine" get its .**w1^i
despite its anther*» tersen«*«'

At the ShtthertÄM«^|;-The Hotel Mous«/' jjg «Jl.
White and Taylor K*Ijnî!rWMTfw4s
rôles, will coma to this tW***£ % ¦

week, beginning tc~mof«*W a*1

_L6_


